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Amendments 1 0 ihe Clai ms 

Kindly cancel claims 1 5, 40, and 67 without prejudice, and amend claims 1,19, 26, 
44, 5 1-53, and 71, an set forth below. In compliance with Ihe Revised Amendment Formal 
published in the Official Gazelle on February 25, 2003, a complete listing ol" claims is 
provided licrein. The changes in the amended claims are shown by slrikclhrough (for deleted 
matter) and underlining (for ad ded mailer). ; 

1. (Currenily Amended) A method ul' managing information, said method 
comprising: 

identifying informarion . via a pu blic clcciron ic environment, from an 
enter pri se resource p lanning s y stem within a private electronic environment +h4»b 

f¥Kmdg6dt 

managing the information nsinu the wirifflH* public electronic environment 
wherein one or more aspects of managing the information are perlbrmcd wilhin the 
public electronic environment off-line IVom ihe private electronic environment and 

registering the managed information^:] th e public electron i c environment, 
with the private clccironic environment. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the information comprises a 
proposal for a contract. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein said managing comprises creating 
the information. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 3, wherein the information comprises a 
proposal for a contract, and the creating comprises entering data for the proposal. 
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5. (Original) The method of claim 4, further comprising obtaining one or more 
data from the private electronic: environment lo he used in creating the proposal. 

f>. (Original) The method of claim 4, wherein the creating further comprises 
negotiating one or more terms of the proposal, while disconnected from the private electronic 
environment. 

7. (Original) The method of claim I , wherein said managing comprises 
maintaining the information. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein said managing comprises obtaining 
status relating lo the information. 

9. (Canceled) 

10. (Previously Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein said managing 
comprises requesting approval of the information, and wherein said registering is performed 
in response to the approval. 

I I . (Previously Amended) The method nf claim l t wherein said registering is 
performed i'" 1 real-time. 

12. (Previously Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the information 
comprises a proposal, and wherein the regislering comprises registering the proposal with the 
private electronic environment lo form a contract. 

1 3. (Original) The method of claim 12, wherein the managing comprises 
administering the contract. 

14. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the managing comprises obtaining 
a report associated with rhe information. 
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15. (Canceled) 

16. (Original) The method ofclaim 1, wherein the public electronic environment 
comprises a server executing a web portal. 

1 7. (Originnl) The method ofclaim 1 , further comprising pre-fctching duUi from 
said private electronic environment to be used in the managing of said information. 

1 8. (Original) The method ofclaim 17, further comprising storing said data within 
said public electronic environment. 

19. (Currently Amended) a method of managing the creation of a proposal, said 
method comprising: 

obtaining data, vi a apuhlic ele ctronic e nvironment, for said proposal from an 
enterp rise resource plannirm syst em wiLhin a privaLc electronic environment; 

creating said proposal using said an* public electronic cnviroiimenl 
disconnected from said private electronic environment, said creating using al leasl a 
portion of the obtained data; and 

providing said proposal , via said public electronic environment, to said private 
electronic environment. 

20. (Original) The method of claim 19, further comprising approving said 
proposal, prior to providing said proposal to said private electronic environment. 

21 . (Original) The method ofclaim 20, wherein said providing comprises 
registering said proposal with said private electronic environment, subsequent to said 
approval, wherein said proposal becomes a contract. 
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22. (Original) The method ofclaim 1 9, wherein said creating said proposal 
comprises negotiating one or more terms or said proposal, 

23. (Original) The method ofclaim l'), wherein said public electronic 
environment comprises a weh server. 

24. (Original) The meihod ofclaim 19, wherein said privale electronic 
environment comprises a server protected by one or more fire walls. 

25. (Original) The method ofclaim 1 9, wherein said proposal comprises a 
proposal for a sales contract. 

26. (Currently Amended) A system of managing information, said system 
comprising: 

information obtained via a pub lic el ecinmic envir onment from an enterprise 
resource p lanning sys tem within a privale electronic environment to-b e manag ed; 

means for managing die information using the within-a public electronic 
environment, wherein one or more aspects of managing the information are performed 
within the public electronic environment off-line from the private electronic 
environment; and 

means, v ia the puhlic ele ct ronic environment, for registering the managed 
information with the private electronic environment 

27. (Original) The system ofclaim 26, wherein the information comprises a 
proposal for a coiilract. 

28. (Original) The system ofclaim 26, wherein said means for managing 
comprises means for creating the information. 
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29. (Ordinal) The system of clnim 28, wherein ihc informnrion comprises 
proposal lor u control, und Qia means for ensuing comprises means for entering data for the 
proposal. 

30. (Original) The system of claim 29, fimlicr comprising means tor ohtaining one 
or more data from the private electronic environment to be used in creating the proposal. 

31. (Original) The system of clnim 2\\ wherein the means for creating further 
comprises means lor ncgotialing one or more icons of the proposal, while disconnected from 
the private electronic environment 

32. (Original) The system of claim 26, wherein said means for managing 
comprises means for maintaining the information. 

33. (Original) The system of claim 26, wherein said means for managing 
comprises means for obtaining status relating to the information. 

34. (Canceled) 

35. (Previously Amended) The system of claim 26, wherein said means for 
managing comprises means for requesting approval oi'the information and wherein the 
registering is performed in response to ihc approval. 

36. (Previously Amended) The system of claim 26, wherein the registering is 
performed in real-time, 

37. (Previously Amended) The system of claim 26, wherein the information 
comprises a proposal, and wherein the means for registering comprises means for registering 
the proposal with the private electronic environment to form a contract. 

38. (Original) The system of claim 37, wherein ihc means for managing comprises 
means for administering the contract 
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3'.), (Original) The system of claim 26, wherein the means for managing 
comprises means for obtaining a report associated wiih ihc information. 

40. (Canceled) 

41 . (Original) The system of claim 26, wherein the public electronic environment 
comprises a server executing a web portal. 

42. (Original) The system of claim 26, furl her comprising means for pre-lelching 
data from said private electronic environment to be used in the managing of said information. 

43. (Original) The system of claim 42, further comprising means for storing said 
d;il a within said public electronic environment. 

44. (Currently Amended) A system of managing the creation of a proposal, said 
system comprising: 

means for obtaining dafa for said proposal , via a public elec tronic environment, 
from an enterprise resource planning system within a private electronic environment; 

means for creating said proposal usim* said af-a public electronic environment 
disconnected from said private electronic environment, said means for creating using 
al least a portion of the obtained data; and 

means , via said public electronic environment, for providing said proposal to 
said privale electronic environment. 

45. (Original) The system of claim 44, further comprising means for approving 
saicl proposal, prior to providing said proposal lo said private electronic environment. 
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46. (Original) The system of claim 45, wherein said means for providing 
comprises moans for registering said proposal with said private electronic environment, 
subsequent to said approval, wherein said proposal becomes a contract. 

47. (Origm;il) The syslem of claim 44, wherein said means for creating said 
proposal comprises means for negotiating one or more terms of said proposal. 

48. (Original) The system of claim 44, wherein said public electronic environment 
comprises a web server. 

4f). (Original) The system of claim 44, u herein said private electronic 
environment comprises a server protected by one or more fire walls. 

50. (Original) The system of claim 44, wherein said proposal comprises a 
proposal for a sales contract. 

51 . (Currently Amended) A system of managing information, said syslem 
comprising: 

information obtained via a pub lic electronic environmen t' from an enterprise 
re source plann irm system within a private electronic environment. Le4>6-mana@ed; 

[[a]] the public clccxronic environment adapted to manage the information, 
wherein one or more aspects of managing the information are performed within the 
public electronic environment off-line from the private electronic environment; and 

the private electronic environment adapted to register the managed information 
from the public electronic en vironment . 

52. (Currently Amended) A system of managing the creation of a proposal, said 
sysiem comprising: 
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data for said proposal obtained via a public electronic en vironment from njicnfcpirist: 
resource p lan ning system with in a private elecironic environment; 

("("all §JM<J public electronic environment adapted lo create said proposal 
disconnected from said private electronic environment, said public electronic 
environment using at least a portion of the obtained data; and 

[[a]] said private electronic environment adapted to receive Ihe proposal from 
the pub lic elect ronic environment. . 

53. (Currently Amended) Ai least one program storage device readable by a 
machine, tangibly embodying at least one program of instructions executable by the machine 
to perforin a method of managing information, said method comprising: 

identifying informat ion, via a public elecironic environment, from an 
enterorise resource planninu system within a private electronic environment 
itvfo mint i on vo bo managed ; 

managing the information using Ihe within u public elecironic environment, 
wherein one or more aspects of managing the information are performed within the 
public electronic environment off-line from the private electronic environment; and 

registerin g, via the public electronic environment the information with the 
private electronic environment. 

54. (Original) The at least one program storage device of claim 53, wherein the 
information comprises a proposal for a contract. 

55. (Original) The at least one program storage device of claim 53* wherein said 
managing comprises creating the information. 
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5ft. (Original) The at least one program slorage device of claim 55, wherein the 
information comprises a proposal Tor a contract, and the creating comprises entering data lor 
the proposal. 

57. (Original) The at least one program storage device of claim 56, wherein said 
method further comprises obtaining one or more data from Hie private electronic environment 
to be used in creating the proposal. 

58. (Original) The at I cast one program storage device of claim 56, wherein the 
creating further comprises negotiating one or more terms of the proposal, while disconnected 
from the private electronic environment. 

59. (Original) The al least one program storage device of claim 53, wherein said 
managing comprises maintaining the information. 

60. (Original) The at least one program storage device of claim 53, wherein said 
managing comprises obtaining status relating ro die information. 

61. (Canceled.) 

62. (Previously Amended) The al least one program storage device of claim 53, 
wherein said managing comprises requesting approval of the information, and wherein said 
registering is performed in response lo Ihc approval. 

63. (Previously Amended) The at least one program storage device of claim 53, 
wherein said registering is performed in real-time. 

64. (Previously Amended) The at leasl one program slorage device of claim 53, 
wherein the information comprises a proposal, and wherein the registering comprises 
registering The proposal with the private electronic environment to form a contract. 
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65. (Original) The at least one program siorage device of claim 64, wherein rhc 
managing comprises adminisLtsrine (he conlraci. 

66. (Original) The at least one program storage device orclaim 53, wherein the 
manning comprises obtaining a report associated with ihc information. 

67. (Canceled) 

68. (Original) The av least one pro-ram siorage device of claim 53, wherein the 
public electronic environment comprises a server executing a web portal. 

69. (Original) The at least one program siorage device of claim 53, wherein said 
method further comprises pne- fetching data from said private electronic environment lo be 
used in the managing of said information. 

70. (Original) The at least one program siorage clevice of claim 69, wherein said 
method further comprises storing said data within said public electronic environment. 

71 . (Original) An article of manufacture, comprising: 

at least one computer usable medium having computer readable program code 
means embodied therein for causing ihe managing of the creation of a proposal, die 
computer readable program code means in said article of manufacture comprising: 

computer readable program code means for causing a computer to 
obtain data for said pmposaL_via a p ublic electronic cnviro nmeoL from an 
enterp rise resource pla nnin g system within a private electronic environment.; 
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computer readable program code means Tor causing a computer lo 
create said proposal t ismu s aid** a public electronic environment: 
disconnected from said private electronic environment, said compwer readable 
program code means for causing u computer lo create using at least a portion 
of the obtained data; and 




computer readable program code means for causing a computer to 
provide said proposal, viasaidj^ <° said P rivaLc 

electronic environment. 

72. (Original) The article of manufacture of claim 71 , further comprising 
computer readable program eode means for causing a computer to approve said proposal, 
prior to providing said proposal lo said private electronic environment. 

73. (Original) The article ofmanu fact lire of claim 72, wherein said computer 
readable program code means for causing a computer to provide comprises computer readable 
program code means for causing a computer to regislcr said proposal wirh said private 
electronic environment subsequent lo said approval, wherein said proposal becomes a 
contract. 



74. (Original) The article of manufacture of claim 7 1 % wherein said public 
electronic environment comprises a web server. 

75. (Original) The article ofmaiuifacturc of claim 71, wherein said private 
eleclronic environment comprises a server protected by one or more lire walls, 

76. (Original) The article of manufacture of claim 71, wherein said proposal 
comprises a proposal for a sales contract. 



* * * * * 
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